DISCIPLESHIP: MATURING!
A  PRIEST!
For a priest to function, he must first have a sanctuary in which to perform his duties. Within the scriptures there are only two groups of priests recognised as being established by God.
The first is the Levitical priesthood, under the high priest Aaron. The second, the priest​hood of believers, under our high priest Jesus Christ (Heb.10:19-22), who like Melchizedek, is a priest for ever. (Heb.7:17)
The Levitical priesthood had a sanctuary here on earth, the tabernacle in the wilderness, followed by Solomon's temple. We however, have our sanctuary in heaven. The first was a type, or model; the second is the real thing. The first passed away with its temple; the second is eternal, just like its temple, heaven.
Now the prime function of all priests is to offer sacrifice of one kind or another. (Heb.10:11, Ex.29:38-39 & 30:8) But as all sacrifice for sin was completed at Calvary (Heb.9:28 & 10:10-14, Rom.6:10, Heb.10:26) what are the sacrifices we are now meant to offer?
To answer that question, we must remember that our priesthood is under Christ, not Aaron.  And like Christ himself, has no need of earthly rituals, no visible robes, and no outward symbolism. (Rev.1:4-6 & 5:8-10)  The tabernacle we serve is heavenly, not of this world. (Heb.8:1-5)  And so the sacrifices we offer are spiritual and eternal, not physical. (1Pet.2:1-5, Ps.51:17, Ps.50:23, 2Cor.4:18)
Without doubt, the most important sacrifice we have to offer to God is that of loving praise (1Pet.2:9, Heb.13:15, Matt.21:14-16), followed by love of the brethren, shown in our complete willingness to give of ourselves first and foremost, and then of our personal possessions, to brothers and sisters in need, especially when we will be left short ourselves in so doing.  This is a sacrifice very acceptable to God. (Heb.l3:16, Phil.4:18, 2Cor.8:1-4, Acts 4:32, Matt.25:40)  After all, we’re told to ‘present our bodies to God as a living sacrifice’. (Rom.l2:1-2, Eph.4:22-24, lCor.6:19-20, Rom.7:4, 2Cor.5:15)
Jesus Christ came to show us how this was to be done, and now he has made his own Spirit available to us, so that he can continue his work in the world through us. (Is.61:1-3, Luk.4:18-19, Ps.40:9-10, Matt.10:27-28)
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